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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Application Number 09/775, 926 was filed on 02/02/2001 . Claims 1-41 are 
subject to examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9, 13-27 and 31-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bourdelais (US 6, 727, 925). 
Referring to claim 1, 

The reference teaches a method for enabling a user to perform a decorating session for 
a space (Abstract), comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving, at a web server (Fig.1 , element 3, col. 6, lines 1-2) , a request from 
a remote client computer for access to a decorating web site supported by the web 
server (col. 6, lines 49-52); and 

(b) transmitting, in response to the request, software from the web server to the 
client computer, wherein, when executed on the client computer, the software enables 
the user to perform the decorating session for the space, (col. 8, lines 9-20). 
Referring to claim 2, 
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The reference teaches the invention of claim 1 , wherein the software enables the user 
to perform the decorating session for the space without any subsequent communication 
between the client computer and the web server, (col. 8, lines 21-32). 
Referring to claim 3, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 1 , wherein the software comprises an 
applet which, when executed on the client computer, automatically transmits one or 
more additional requests to the web server for one or more data files to be downloaded 
to the client computer. (Fig.4, col.8, lines 35-44). 
Referring to claim 4, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 3, wherein the one or more data tiles 
comprise: 

(1) a space graphical user interface (GUI) file corresponding to a GUI for the 
space to be decorated; (Fig.4, Fig. 5) 

(2) a structural object GUI file corresponding to a GUI identifying one or more 
structural objects that can be added to the space by the user during the decorating 
session; (Fig.1 1, and Fig. 12, Fig. 13, 'Window is added as a structural object beside 
walls and other furniture", col. 2, lines 64-67, col. 1 1 , lines 59-65) 

(3) a structural object data file for each structural object identified in the structural 
object GUI(Fig.11, and Fig. 12, Fig. 13, "Window is added as a structural object beside 
walls and other furniture", col. 2, lines 64-67, col. 11, lines 59-65) ; and 

(4) a decorative material GUI file corresponding to a GUI identifying one or more 
decorative materials that can be applied to the one or more structural objects during the 
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decorating session, wherein the software causes the space GUI, the structural object 
GUI, and the decorative material GUI to be displayed on a display device configured to 
the client computer. (Fig. 10, Fig. 11, Fig. 12, Fig. 13, col. 11, lines 46-67 and col. 12, 
lines 1-30). 
Referring to claim 5, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 4, wherein, when the user selects a 
particular decorative material for a particular structural object, the software applies the 
decorative material to the structural object in real time to update the display of the space 
GUI. (col. 10, lines 13-18, col. 2, lines 49-60) 
Referring to claim 6, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 5, wherein the software controls the 
appearance of the decorative material based on location of the structural object in the 
space GUI. (col. 2, lines 64-67, Fig. 10, element 105, col. 11, lines 28-37). 
Referring to claim 7, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 4, wherein the software provides the user 
with a plurality of possible locations for a particular structural object represented by a 
single data file, wherein the software controls the appearance of the structural object 
based on the location in the space GUI selected by the user for the structural object. 
(Fig. 9, col. 10, lines 56-65, col. 2, lines 49-60). 
Referring to claim 8, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 4, wherein at least one structural object 
data tile corresponds to a rectangular image of the corresponding structural object (Fig. 



Application/Control Number: 09/775,926 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2154 

12, element 120, Fig. 10, element 100) and the software treats any region of the 
rectangular image outside of the structural object as transparent when displaying the 
structural object in the space GUI. (col. 2, lines 6-7). 

Referring to claim 9, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 4, wherein the software controls the 
display of a first type of structural object based on relative order in which different 
structural objects are selected during the decorating session, while controlling the 
display of a second type of structural object independent of relative order in which 
different structural objects are selected, (col.2, lines 49-59). 
Referring to claim 13, 

1 3. The invention of claim 1 , wherein: the software enables the user to select from a 
plurality of structural objects to be added into the space during the decorating session; 
and the software enables the user to select from a plurality of decorative materials to be 
applied to the selected structural objects during the decorating session. (Fig. 12, Fig. 
13, col. 11, lines 46-67 and col. 12, lines 1-30). 

Referring to claim 14, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 13, wherein the software is able to identify 
at least one of the decorative materials to match a sample represented by a user- 
provided scanned image loaded onto the client computer, (col. 19, lines 61-64). 
Referring to claim 15, 
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The reference teaches the invention of claim 13, wherein the software provides the user 
with a plurality of possible locations in the space GUI for a particular structural object. 
(Fig. 9, col. 10, lines 56-65). 
Referring to claim 16, 

16. The invention of claim 15, wherein the software controls the appearance of the 
particular structural object based on the location in the space GUI selected by the 
user.(Fig.11 and Fig. 12, all elements, col. 2, lines 49-59). 
Referring to claim 17, 

Claim 17 is a claim to a machine-readable medium, having encoded thereon program 
code, wherein, when the program code is executed on a machine, the machine 
implements the method steps of claim 1. Therefore, claim 17 is rejected for the reasons 
set forth for the claim 1 . 
Referring to claims 18 and 19, 

Claims 18 and 19 are claims to an apparatus that enables the user to perform the 
method steps of claim 1. Therefore, claims 18 and 19 are rejected for the reasons set 
forth for the claim 1. 
Referring to claim 20, 

The reference teaches a method for enabling a user to perform a decorating session for 
a space (Abstract), comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving, at a web server (Fig.1 , element 3, col.6, lines 1-2), a request from a 
remote client computer for access to a decorating web site supported by the web 
server(col. 6, lines 49-52, col. 8, lines 9-32) and 
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(b) executing, in response to the request, software to enable the user to perform 
the decorating session for the space, wherein, during the decorating session, the user is 
able to: 

(i) select one or more structural objects from a plurality of available structural 
objects for display in the space (Figs 6-13); and 

(ii) select a decorative material from a plurality of available decorative materials 
to be applied to each selected structural object independent of the decorative materials 
selected for any other structural object (Figs 6-13, col. 1 , lines 63-67 through col. 4, 
lines 1-49). 

Referring to claim 21, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the software is executed at the 
client computer, (col.8, lines 21-32). 
Referring to claim 22, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the software accesses: 

(1 ) a space graphical user interface (GU1 ) data file corresponding to a GUI for 
the space to be decorated(Fig.4 and 5); 

(2) a structural object GUI data file corresponding to a GUI identifying the 
plurality of available structural objects that can be added to the space by the user during 
the decorating session(Fig.11, and Fig. 12, Fig. 13, "Window is added as a structural 
object beside walls and other furniture", col. 2, lines 64-67, col. 11, lines 59-65) 
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(3) a structural object data file for each structural object identified in the 
structural object GUI (Fig.11, and Fig. 12, Fig. 13, 'Window is added as a structural 
object beside walls and other furniture", col. 2, lines 64-67, col. 1 1 , lines 59-65) 

; and 

(4) a decorative material GUI tile corresponding to a GUI identifying the plurality 
of available decorative materials that can be applied to the available structural objects 
during the decorating session, wherein, during the decorating session, the software 
causes the space GUI, the structural object GUI, and the decorative material GUI to be 
displayed on a display device configured to the client computer. (Fig. 10, Fig. 1 1 , Fig. 
12, Fig. 13, col. 11, lines 46-67 and col. 12, lines 1-30). 

Referring to claim 23, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein, when the user selects a 
particular decorative material for a particular structural object the software applies the 
decorative material to the structural object in real time to update the display of the 
space.(col. 10, lines 13-18, col. 2, lines 49-60) 
Referring to claim 24, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the software controls the 
appearance of the decorative material based on location of the structural object in the 
space, (col. 2, lines 64-67, Fig. 10, element 105, col. 11, lines 28-37). 
Referring to claim 25, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the software provides the 
user with a plurality of possible locations for a particular structural object represented by 
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a single data file, wherein the software controls the appearance of the structural object 
based on the location in the space selected by the user.(Fig.9, col. 10, lines 56-65, col. 
2, lines 49-60). 
Referring to claim 26, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein at least one structural object 
is represented by a rectangular image of the structural object (Fig. 12, element 120, 
Fig.10, element 100) and the software treats any region of the rectangular image 
outside of the structural object as transparent when displaying the structural object in 
the space (col. 2, lines 6-7). 
Referring to claim 27, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the software controls the 
display of a first type of structural object based on relative order in which different 
structural objects are selected during the decorating session, while controlling the 
display of a second type of structural object independent of relative order in which 
different structural objects are selected during the decorating session, (col. 2, lines 49- 
59). 

Referring to claim 31, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the software is able to identify 
at least one of the decorative materials to match a sample represented by a user- 
provided scanned image loaded onto the client computer. (col. 19, lines 61-64). 
Referring to claim 32, 
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The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the software provides the 
user with a plurality of possible locations in the space for a particular structural 
object.(Fig.9, col. 10, lines 56-65). 
Referring to claim 33, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 32, wherein the software controls the 
appearance of the particular structural object based on the location in the space 
selected by the user. (Figs 11 and 12, all elements, col. 2, lines 49-59). 
Referring to claim 34, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 20, wherein the decorating web site 
enables the user to select the space from a plurality of different space types, wherein 
the available structural objects for the space is a function of the space type. (Figs. 4 and 
5, element 66, Fig. 12 and 13, elements 118, 121). 
Referring to claim 35, 

Claim 35 is a claim to a machine-readable medium, having encoded thereon program 
code, wherein, when the program code is executed on a machine, the machine 
implements the method steps of claim 20. Therefore, claim 35 is rejected for the 
reasons set forth for the claim 20. 
Referring to claims 36 and 37, 

Claims 36 and 37 are claims to an apparatus that enables the user to perform the 
method steps of claim 20. Therefore, claims 36 and 37 are rejected for the reasons set 
forth for the claim 20. 
Referring to claim 38, 
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The reference teaches a method for enabling a user to perform a decorating session for 
a space, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving, at a web server (Fig.1 , element 3, col. 6, lines 1-2), a request from a 
remote client computer for access to a decorating web site supported by the web server 
(col.6, lines 49-52); and 

(b) executing, in response to the request, software to enable the user to perform the 
decorating session for the space, wherein, during the decorating session, the user is 
able to: 

(i) select one or more structural objects represented in a display corresponding to 
the space(Figs 6-13);; and 

(ii) select a decorative material from a plurality of available decorative materials 
to the applied to each selected structural object independent of the decorative materials 
selected for any other structural object, wherein the software controls the appearance of 
the decorative material based on one or more characteristics of the structural object in 
the space(Figs 6-13, col. 1, lines 63-67 through col. 4, lines 1-49). 

Referring to claim 39, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 38, wherein the software is executed at the 
client computer, (col.8, lines 21-32). 
Referring to claim 40, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 38, wherein, when the user selects a 
particular decorative material for a particular structural object, the software applies the 
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decorative material to the structural object in real time to update the display of the 
space, (col. 10, lines 13-18, col. 2, lines 49-60). 
Referring to claim 41, 

The reference teaches the invention of claim 38, wherein the one or more 
characteristics of the structural object comprises location of the structural object in the 
space. (Fig. 5, element 66, Fig. 12 and Fig. 13, elements 115, 118, 120 ,121). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 10-12 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bourdelais (US 6, 727, 925) in view Plaskoff et al. (hereinafter 
Plaskoff) (US 2001/0032062). 

Referring to claims 10 and 28, 

Keeping in mind the teachings of Bourdelais as stated above, the reference teaches to 
save the work as it is.(col.12, lines 31-37, col. 13, lines 57-61). The reference fails to 
teach wherein the software enables the user to generate a listing documenting results of 
the decorating session for use in a subsequent decorating session performed by either 
the user or another user. The reference Plaskoff teaches a method which includes 
receiving a renovation order for a construction renovation project from a customer at an 
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Internet interface, where the renovation order is prepared by the customer including 
designing, specifying, and purchasing the project via the Internet interface, delivering 
materials specified in the renovation order and needed to perform the construction 
renovation project to a renovation location specified in the construction renovation 
project renovation order, and performing construction services of the construction 
renovation project as specified in the renovation order at the renovation 
location(Abstract) and teaches operation templates which includes generation of 
customer selection sheet and listing of all parts, (page 10, para.[0105],[0109] and 
[01 17]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made to modify and enhance Bourdelais with the teachings of 
Plaskoff such that an improved system for designing, specifying, purchasing and 
constructing construction renovation services be provided that overcomes the limitations 
of conventional techniques as taught by Plaskoff. 
Referring to claims 11, 12, 29 and 30, 

Keeping in mind the teachings of Bourdelais as stated above, the reference fails to 
teach wherein the software is able to generate a cost associated with results of the 
decorating system and wherein the software enables the user to make a purchase 
based on results of the decorating session. The reference Plaskoff teaches "FIG. 12 
depicts an exemplary embodiment of a GUI pop-up window 1200 illustrating an 
exemplary help resource providing a guaranteed cost and time duration. The odigo 
guide 320, in an exemplary embodiment, can, e.g., prompt the customer user to enter a 
zip code of the location of the renovation. Based on the zip code of the renovation, a 



Application/Control Number: 09/775,926 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2154 

database query can be performed to determine whether service coverage exists for the 
zip code region and if so, can provide an estimate of the cost of renovating the room. 
The Odigo guide 320 can be used to determine a price and estimated time for 
construction of the project. In one exemplary embodiment, a fixed time period can be 
guaranteed. In another exemplary embodiment, a fixed price 1202 can be guaranteed 
for performing the renovation project, (page 9, para. [0101]). The reference also teaches 
"once all modifications are complete, the user can then store the resulting rendering 
using save button 910, and/or can print a hardcopy of the rendering using button 912, 
and/or the user can undertake to purchase the renovation of the design using buy 
button 914.(page 9, para. [008]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was made to modify and enhance 
Bourdelais with the teachings of Plaskoff such that an improved system for designing, 
specifying, purchasing and constructing construction renovation services be provided 
that overcomes the limitations of conventional techniques as taught by Plaskoff. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2655. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




